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Changing to Special Support Education with the New Decentralized Relationship among the
National Government and Local Governments in Japan
WATANABE Akio (Faculty of Regional Sciences, Tottori University)

A package of laws on decentralization enforced in 2000 has changed the relationship among
the state, prefectures, and municipalities from one of centralization to one of equality and
cooperation. National reports on special support education are based on the new relationship. In
Tottori Prefecture, the child-centered/school-based administration of Governor Katayama pro-
motes an original policy of special education to provide comprehensive service in each of the three
areas into which its 19 municipalities are divided. Municipalities should be empowered as primary
self-governing bodies, while both prefectures (broader-based local governments) and the state
(national government) must support and complement them.

Key words: relationship among governments, special support education, laws on decentralization,
Tottori Prefecture, KATAYAMA Yoshihiro, special education
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