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ANALYSIS ON DIFFICULTY OF RETURNING HOME FOR COMMUTING
STUDENTS DURING THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE NORTHERN OSAKA

Yasuko KUWATA and Yu YAMAMURA

The earthquake occurred in the northern Osaka on Monday morning, June 18, 2018 affected many
commuting workers and students. Some railways resumed operation in the afternoon of the day, but the
railway system in Kansai region was disturbed all the day due to the driving suspension and thinning out
operation. In this paper, we conducted a questionnaire survey on the behavior on the day of the earth-
quake to students of Kobe University and tried to grasp the actual condition of returning home. Based on
our survey result about 30% of the students on the train had been locked in the train stopped between sta-
tions for more than an hour. It turned out that not only the distance to home but also the fact that home is
near the epicenter is the reason for deciding on returning home on foot.
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