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HAEHA (L7 2114 7| A] StLF22018:Education with Love and
Empathy: The Last Lecture of Kazuo Itoga)
http://www.lib.kobe-u.ac.jp/repository/81010166.pdf

s "**my view is that we are “born as persons
and become human” [hito to umarete ningen
to naru]. What | mean is that we are born as
individuals and eventually become human
beings.
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so However to say that we are born as persons
and become human means that we are born
possessing a social existence but we have to
tackle the problem of this social existence. This
is the role of education.
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so We are born as persons and become human. The
word “human being” is written with the Chinese
characters meaning “between people.” It does not refer
to one person alone. It refers to having a social
existence. Human relationships form the basis of our
humanity which means that relationships are the reason
for our existence. So having a social existence attests
that we are becoming human beings. To live means that
ive as social beings.
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so |t goes without saying that relationships
between persons brings us to the world of
empathy. In this world there is no room for the

egoism of the self, or the thinking that it is fine
as long as | alone exist.
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s0---we are basically the same as those people with
mental retardation or with mental and physical
disabilities. | am interested to know more about the
world of empathy that emerges from the fact that
disabled and nondisabled people share the same
origins. We can see these shared origins when
considering human growth from the developmental
perspective. Rationally as well we can see that shared
akigins form the basis of the world of empathy.
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so Growth of Love

The ability to truly empathize requires time. It
takes years for human affection based on
interaction with others to rise to the level of
educational love. Although it may take many
years, human love gradually emerges. And

: aIIy real love in our hearts - for
"- or ourselves - develops.
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s1| have been talking about the nurturance of love and
rising to the level of educational love. Let me talk
about rationality now. With or without rationality, true
love develops in our hearts. It may take many years.
Because the road and target are clear, and because it
may take many years, we truly want to grow love in our
hearts without any rush or hurry.
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siLove is something that grows. It grows because

it originally occurs within us. Love is not

something that can be purchased with money.

Love is not something that sticks to you without

your knowledge. However, for true love to grow,

eelings of love that exist in the complex feelings
ovesand hate” must grow first.
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