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How to Deal with Decentralization in the Teaching Profession Subject
“Educational Administration”

WATANABE Akio*

SUMMARY :

At Osaka Seikei University, the teaching profession subject "Educational Administration” (2 credits) is
compulsory to obtain a kindergarten or primary schools teacher's license. The theme of this subject is the
creation and construction of new horizontal and complementary relationships between "basic local
governments (municipalities) -regional local governments (prefectures) -central governments (nation)"
through the change from centralization to decentralization under the Decentralization Act (established in
1999 and enforced in 2000). In this paper, it is firstly summarised how the nine textbooks on educational
administration published between 2009 and 2020 deal with decentralisation. Even in textbooks at the time
when 10 to 20 years have passed since the implementation of the Decentralization Act, decentralization
reform was positioned and its outline and significance were explained. Secondly, in the context of the
author's lecture "Educational Administration” using the textbook "Educational Reform with Citizens:
Verification: Educational Policy of Shiki City", it is summarized how Shiki City, a small basic municipality
with an area of 9 km” and a population of about 70,000, has developed its own measures for small class
sizes and support for school refusal children under the decentralization reform, and has aimed to create
its 'community-based schools'.

Key words :

teaching profession subject “Educational Administration”, decentralization reform, Shiki City, Saitama
Prefecture, Hatazakura-Plan (small class arrangement) / Home-Study-System (support for school refusal
children), community-based school
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