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@Choice and Standards
Child Care Coices.

One of the first child care decisions you’ 11 have to care decisions you’ 11 have to
make is what kind of care is best for you and your child. There are three basic choices:
care in your own home by a relative or nonrelative; care in a provider’ s home; or care
in a center. One choice isn’ t better than the others, just different. The Department of
Children and Family Services sets standards for most in a provider s home and care in
a center. Though care in your own home is not regulated by any Department, it works well
fir many families

How do family child care homes and child care centers differ? How do you evaluate them?
What kind of licence must they have? What are the standards? These questions are answered
in this brochure.

Standards in Illinois

I1linois has specific licenceing standards for home and center child care to protect
children. They set basic health and safety procedures and standards for program and staff,
and they require each home and center to have enough capable adults to give chidren the
attention and care you as a parent, want them to have

I1linois standards set maximum group sizes and child-to staff and minimum requirements
for caregiver training. They also set requirements for age—appropriate activities,
nutrition, discipline, space, equipment, supplies, policies and records. Licensed
providers know what they have to do to comply with the law.

As a parent, you will want to ask questions about how your child will be cared for.
One of your first questions should be whether that facility is licensed. Although not all
facilities are required to be licenced, you will want to look at every facility for the
minimum health, safety, caregiver and program standards covered by licensing
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Goal (s) of childcare enterprise

Organizations you joined

Conditions of affiliation and withdrawal

o=

Required equipment as an affiliated childcare institution, and arrangement

criteria according to cildren ages

5. Fundamental childcare operational expenses and those items (personal, buisiness,
and administrative expenses)
A curriculum of childcare

7. Training contents, period, and expense of the personal at the affiliated childcare
institution

8. Internal qualification systems; what are they?

9. Parents’ expense burden model

10. Process for receiving and resolving parents’ comments and complaints

11. Existence of a parent’ s organization’ s (i.e. parents’ meetings)
Sponsores/recognized by school

12. The size and floor plan of the institution

13. The relationship with the community

14. The number of teachers and assistant staff, and children (according to ages)

15. Separation between eating and napping places

16. Corner childcare
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