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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine disaster nursing practices for clarifying the require
contents at concrete behaviors level to develop the disaster nursing educational program.
Disaster nursing practices were extracted from experiences of nurses who engaged practice
in disaster areas at acute or sub-acute stage. Forty nurses, including nurse-directors, staff
nurses who worked for hospitals in disaster areas, and dispatched nurses for disaster relief
nursing actiyities, were interviewed about their effective behaviors and practical difficulties
through natural disasters and a mass casualty event's experiences since Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake in 1995. Nurses as storytellers told their experiences, so that rich narratives
were obtained. An exploratory study was conducted using a descriptive qualitative design.
Narratives were analyzed with the interpretive phenomenological method. Themes and
sub-themes highlight that every nurse-directors, staff nurses and dispatched nurses played
significant roles under unusual disaster situation and critical phase of disasters. Those
themes and sub-themes suggest characteristics and commonalities of practical behaviors of
disaster nursing on each role and beyond roles. Concrete and precious behaviors obtained are

supposed to be beneficial for developing disaster educational programs.
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