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Characteristic passivity in perception

as the basis of psychotic symptoms.

Keiji Iwai

Disaster Victim Assistance Program,
Hyogo Organization of Mental Health.
Department of Psychiatry and Neurology,

Kobe University School of Mediceine.



[ABSTRACT]

Perceptual alteration attack in schizophrenia
(Yamaguchi, 1985) is a paroxysmal and recurrent
syndrome distinguished by characteristic perceptual
changes. Over the past ten years, the syndrome’s onset and
predisposing factors have been well described in the
psychiatric literature. However, its psychopathological
nature and the content of the associated perceptual changes
have not been thoroughly discussed. Here I present 36
cases of schizophrenia with perceptual alteration attack,
and I propose the concept of "cognitively passive attitude"
to describe their common features. Cognitively passive
attitude is also seen in a non-paroxysmal way, in
schizophrenic patients and in patients with organic mental
disorders. [ suggested that cognitively passive attitude
might underlie delusional symptoms, especially delusional

perception.
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