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Across the Counlry of Totsugawa (1)
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Die Kunst ist Vision oder Intuition, Intuition,
Vision, Auschauung, Einbildung, Phantasie,
Verbildlichungen, Vorstellungen, usw,sind lanter
Worte, die gleichsam als Synonyme in den
Erdrterungen iiber die Kunst bestdndig wieder—
kehren: ein Zeichen allgemeiner Ubereinstim-
mung B. Croce, GrundriB der Asthetik S. T.
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ACROSS THE COUNTRY OF
TOTSUGAW A.
By TOMITARO SUZUKL

For many years T have been looking for a chance
to travel along an old mountaincus highway from
Gojo, near Yushino, to Kumano in the province of
Kil, and to my great satisfaction I at last realized
my long chershed desire in thesc past ten days,
T'his passway by the Totsugawa has been histori-
cally noted smce Prince M rinaga fled along the
course from Yoshino to Kumano some six hundred
years ago. It was in this Prince’s time that Japan
had two dynastics—the Souwrhern and the Northern
—and sad was every tale connected with the South
to which this unforiunate prince belonged.

This highway has been Dbeaten only by local
mountaineers and traders and a small number of
pilgrims to the Three Kumano shrines. So its
twenty-five 27 distance is in a dreadful condition,
allowing of no animal or vehicular traffic of any
description, Such being the case, the trip through
this wild country district seems to be all the more
interesting to mountain hikers from city places,
and so it is really to some extent. Besides those
days by this Totsugawa River I spent a most
pleasant day among the fisherwomen who dive all
the year round in gathering shell fish and sea
weeds,

I left Kobe with one companion, very early one
morning arriving at Gojo station at ten of the same
forenoon, and thence I bLegan my pedestrain ad-
venture southward along the antiquated Kumano-
kaido. The first attraction after crossing the
River Kii just beyond the town of Gojo was the
remains of the old temporary palace at Kano. A
miscanthus-roofed gate of centuries old with an
aged signboard, ¢ Imperial Palace,” attracted us
into the mansion and aroused our curiosity to in-
quire after the very building and the room where
in three ex-empcrors of the Northern dynasty were
imprisoned, It is a farmhouse of good size, with
no alteration in the arrangement of its chambers
since the memorable days of the locality, and the
young master of the house showed us into the
parlour letting us see some of those sacred treasures
mostly consisting of imperial handwritings of the
Emp erors Godaigo, Gomurakami, etc, * This was
the ¢forbidden room’ until some fifty years ago,
but really the very chamber of imprisonment was
the dark attic right above us,” explaincd the man
pointing up to the garret that has no external
opening. Lven emperors must succamb to the
mighty blows Fate pleases to deal now and then,
and even the fiercest of mortals often leave the
saddest records behind. Only a very small percent-
age of tourists through the locality seems sympa-
thetic enough to pay so light a homage as to knock
at the door for a moment’s inspection of the his-
torical mansion.

We had to go up and up for miles until we
reached the summit, Tenno-tsuji, of a much dread-
ed hilly pass, and we suffered much from the
sudden slowers so common in every mountainous
region. Tenuotsuji is a small village with a school-
house and miserable patches of cultivated hillsides
at the height of 2,200 feet above the sea-level, A
band of loyalists called the ¢ Tenchugumi,” with
Nakayama Dainagon at its head, had its head-
quariers here where the school-house is now built,
and its activities are read with much interest by
us Japanese people.  We descended one thousand
feet in a mile or so and put up at Sakamoto, at in-
significant village b ythe upper reach of the Totsu-

gawa rapid. We were said to have covered over
seven 7 on this first day. Horses can barely go as
far as this village, but not even a quarter «f a mile
farther, not only because bridges are wanting but
also because the pass is in the most miserable state,
‘The rom stopped durirg the mght and our
second duy con menced with refreshing sunbeams
filtering thrcugh the dewy foliage of steep moun-
tan sides.  Already mighty is the torrent of Totsu-
gawa here, and we were parrowly able to cross a
log bridge that bad been threatencd by the increas-
ing water e..ce the preceding evening, No sooner
had we traversed a mile down than we were
surprised at hearing sirange animai shriekings
abiove our right shoulder. A party of wild monkeys
well known along the Totsugawa head waters were
jumipirg from tree to tree in search, probably,
of their brealfast fruits. A solitary shed owner
near by was not at all curious about the company
and told us quite indifferently shrugging his gnarl-
ed shoulders and arms, “Oh, they come very
often, sir; they sometimes number from fifiy to a
hundred in a flock, and in case any stranger
monkey joins another such party by accident, he
is terribly mistreated until he chooses to flee back
to his tribe, O, you ovght to see the quarrel in
such an instance, sir!  They often steal our cucum-
bers and mad-apples, and we've got to make them
run simply by prcking up a siick and holding it
up like a gun, They are terror-stricken at hunters
who get ten yen a head. Well, their meat isn’t as
delicious as that of wild boar, but their smoled
brain is a rare medicine for those that suffer from
brain diseases and that’s why they sell so dear as
ten yen a piece.” This was the first time we ever
came across our wild distant relatives of the
mountain, and no doubt we could have met with
numbers more had we only stayed there longer,
Every noticeable ravine along the stream shows
the piteous scars of devastation wrought by the
siides and inundation of 18S9, Through their
unforgettable costly experience the Tosugawa inha-
bitants have found the necessity and value of
afforestation, and this most out-of-the-way moun-
tain is largely covered with promising young greens.
Most of the villagers here seem to have made, at
the same time, big fortunes by the leaping rise of
the price of timber during the past several years;
yet their dwelling places and daily life appear to
be most miserably lowly, and city travellers here
often wonder if these mountain people were born
simply to toil like beasts and accumulate fortunes
which make the possessors hardly any better
beings than the rest of meunest day workers
All bridges hereabouts are suspension bridges,
which we found heart-chilling at first, as they
swing up and down violently; and T believe this
terrifying vibration is fiercer when travellers like
us without experience tread upon them. A few of
them were constructed firmly, but as most others
had only a single or double row of narrow Dboards
laid flat on the stretched wires, it was no wonder
that the whole dridge shook furicusly at our disc-
ordant treading, How our brain lost its balance
when mischieveus kids danced upon ene end of a
bridge when we were at about the center of it! In
a word, most of these Dbridges are nothing but
stretched wires high above the mountain torrent.
Where these bridges are not yet constructed,
“yaen” (wild monkey) crossing is popularly
practised at Totsugawa, We thought it at first
almost impracticable for strangers because of its
fearful height and vibration, but necessity overcame
our fear and hesitation, and we could utilize the
rare instrument as dauntlessly, theugh not so skill-
fully, as the local inhabitants. This ¢“wild mon-
key” is another way of crossing a deep ravine,

through which an ungovernable torrent darts down,
by means of a single cable or twin iron cords from
which is suspended a chair-like seat, Fearful it
surely was at first to step into this simple seat of
a single board from which our legs hung liosely
down and this seat agitating nervously several
score of feet high above the raging torrent below.
We had to ride one at a time, of course, and we
almost trembled with the shaking instrument,
This can be described best probably as the simplest
modification of the suspended cable car we some-
times find in city places furnished for children’s
pleasure rides, the chief difference being that one
has to pull one’s own body ahead by one’s own
hands instead of the car being moved by an electric
machine, Shorter “ya-ens” are comparatively
easy to cross, but oh, the terrific strength required
in traversing those measuring from 6500 to over
2,000 feet long! As it is very natural for any such
long wire to have some sag at its center, we found
our seat sliding quite smoothly and easily as far as
that center, but far the hardest part of it was
toward the end when we had to pull our body
almost upward against the backward slide, See
with your imaginary eyes a man without any pre-
vious experience of the sort hanging from a single
cord high up in the air struggling to fly from this
to that mountain side over the maddened mountain
torrent.

We put up at Komori for the second night after
covering over twelve 77, which means a tremendous
toil in this mountainous district that has no road
passable by horses or oxen. Komori is a village
of about forty houses at the summit of a steep
peak, with a police court, post office, and the village
administrative office. I wonder if Japan has any
other village with the diameter of about twenty
ri with four dozen wards (ku). Not only terribly
mountainous but incomparably huge is the village,
and we all at first wonder at the reason for having
all its public offices upon so high a peak that it
needs over an hour’s toilsome climb from the near-
est habitable spot. Villagers from the farthest
end have to spend two days on either way as they
come to these public offices for things arising con-
stantly in their daily life, We had almost nothing
for our table these two days except eggs and ayu
(a kind of rout), but cheap were the nightly
charges, as we paid only two yen per person for
three meals and a loadgin,

Two 74 below by the river is a spot called Ori-
{ate with a tiny hydro power-house which sapplied
light to the handful of people there. Rather a rare
thing here is the existence of a middle school
Bumbu-kwan, with a hundred and fifty boys. The
institution was for years a training place of fencing,
Jujuisy and strategy uatil it adopted the present
course. The fact that a middle school exists even
in this remote mountain tells in a sense that Japa-
nese youths of the present generation can not stand
not receiving some higher education than that of
compulsory requirement. Older people here are,
at least so they seem, satisfied with the changeless
continuation of what they received from their fore-

going generations, while the youths look discon-
tented with the part allotted to them in these
primitive mountains, and many of them, so they
say, seek after higher education and brighter life
elsewhere.

We could have taken a cargo boat from Hiratani,
one 17 down from Oritate, if we had waited over a
night, but we valued our time dearer than our
pedestrian struggle and walked four 7¢ farther down
from this mean boat terminus to Hongu of Kumano,
The boat is available over twelve 7; of the river
from here down, and most travellers of the place
seem to take advantage of it. Our third afternoon
was almost dark when we dragged our tired feet
into the sacred precincts of the Kumano shrine,
Just before our entrance into the town we crossed
the boundary line of Nara and Wakayama Pre-
fectures, Tor the first time in this three-day walk
we felt here as if we had at last come out of the
deep mountains.

Kumano has had three representative shrines
since time almost immemorial, one here at Hongu
and the two others at Shingu and Nachi. Iigh
priests here at Hongu had tremendous influence
over the surrounding countries in the distant past,
siding with this or that clan or dynasty such as
the Minamotos and the Southern emperors, and in
those days the shrine structures reached the limit
of oriental magnificence and holiness, Numerous
emperors and their clients mane repeated pilgri-
mages here and numberless were the pilgrimes of
all descriptions from all parts of the land who
made thc sacred ground ever more popular and
prosperous, This matchless glory, however, vanish-
ed little by little with years and especially since
the elegant structures with gigantic ever-greens
were completely washed away by the treacherous
land-slides and inundation of 1889, the place has
become quite altered from that of old. The new
shrine buildings are now built upon a little mound
sligetly off the dangerous river bed.

Visitors at Hongu had better spend a night at
Yunomine Hot Springs only two miles off the
shrine to the southwest, The place was honoured
by the imperial visit of Emperor Mombu and others
in the long past days, and we still see numerous
bathers crowding the lodging houses. The heat of
the springs is extremely intense as rice or barley
can be cooked in a moment. Sad is our memory
in connection with the Carriage-Mound of Oguri
Hangan near here. Where could we find another
Terutehime so devotedly, loyally and patiently
hauling her bed-ridden sire’s carriage all ouer the
country in search of hot or mineral springs of
miraculous healing ?

A motor boat capable of accommodating twenty-
five passengers is daily plying between this Hongu
and Shingu at the river mouth, the distance being
about eight ri.  We left the boat at Miyai, three
down from Hongu, where the Kitayama River
flows into the main stream. Our aim was to visit
the famous sight of Doro Hatcho five ri above
this confluence on Kitayama,




RIS

E L E HF HE R o I a8 R




