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OUR YEAR IN KOBE

Our year in Kobe, as the exchange
professor from the University of New
Hampshire, is coming, much too rapidly,
to an end.

My wife, Joyce Reopel, my daughter
Lydia and I have had a pleasant, happy,
and productive time here in Kobe. We will
miss all the very nice pepole we have come
to know. I have taken a deep pleasure in the
developing friendships with my colleagues
in the English Department. I look forward
to continuing these friendships for many
years to come.

Lydia will remain in Kobe for another
year, continuing her teaching at the
Sumiyoshi Middle School. Her teaching
experiences, my contact with the students
of Kobe University, and Joyce’'s experience
with an adult class, have given us as a
family a unique opportunity to become
familiar with a wide spectrum of people
and thier hopes and fears, their dreams
and their realities. Without a doubt, we
will miss all of these warm human beings
when we've returned to New Hampshire.

These months have profited us in so many
ways, including the many paintings both
Joyce and I have produced, as professional
artists living in Japan. Happily, we will
be exhibiting our respective paintings in an
art gallery in Kyoto. Joyce will exhibit
her vistas of Kobe and its sky in twenty
or so paintings done from our house high on
Smiyoshi-dai. These works will be exhibited
at at the REW DEX gallery, opening on
July 2Zkh and continuing through to the last
week in August. I shall exhibit my paintings
at the REW DEX gallery in the Spring of
1992. My exhibition will include paintings
made in my studio in Portsmouth, New

Melvin Zabarsky

Hampshire as well as some paintings
produced here in Kobe.

I'd like to offer some observation on my
role here in the English Depertment of Kobe
University. It seems to me that the students,
by the time they start University, have
already had an extensive exposure to English
vocabulary and  substantial reading
experience . However the ability to use
language as a tool to unlock meaning
through comprehension, which is, of course,
often heavily culturally-weighted, still needs
developing . I belive that we, exchange
professors who arrive at Kobe University
after some years of being immersed in our
respective disciplines: art, theater, political
science, sociology, anthropology etc. offer
valuable assistance to the students in the
use of English as just such a tool. Our
immersion in our disciplines has usually
been an in-depth search for comprehensive
understanding, and we then bring this
attitude to our task here at Kobe, in our
English classes . 1 can testify to the
excitement generated each time a student
and I come together in understanding some-
thing about our world. I am grateful to
Kobe University and the University of New
Hampshire in providing, through their
faculty exchange program, me the
opportunity to be a partner in this rich
experience. (FEFEIHY)
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A YNV v )T (Isabelle Charrier) (7 5 v AFESEETHY)

Nee dans une famille de viticulteur dans la region de Charente mari-
time situee au Nord de Bordeaux, je suis une provinciale montee a
Paris pour suivre des etudes de lettres classiques a 1’Universite de la
Sorbonne et d’histoire de 1’art a I’Ecole du Louvre.
lant comme bibliothecaire a la Bibliothe que Publique d’Information du

Centre G. Pompidou, je me suis specialisee sur 1’histoire de la pein-

Tout en travail-

ture contemporaine. M’interessant al’art extreme-oriental, j’ai ecrit un memoire de mait-

rise sur l’ceuvre du peintre Sato Key (1906—1978) qui a vecu pendant 25 ans a Paris. Au

cours de nombreux entretiens que j’ai eus avec lui,il m’a initiee a 1’esthetique de son pays

et m’a fait prendre conscience de l’importance de la tradition dans sa creation meme si

elle etait engagee dans le courant de I’art international.

En 1979 apres avoir obtenu une bourse du gouvernement japonais, je suis donc venue a

I’Universite de Kyoto pour poursuivre mes investigations, tout ceci necessitant d’apprendre

le japonais. Il y a deux ans j’ai presente ma these de doctorat nouveau régime 1’Uni-

versite Paris-Sorbonne, qui sera publiee dans une version abregee au mois de novembre 91.

Je suis tres honoree d’avoir ete acceptee comme lecteur de francais a 1’universite de

Kobe.
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