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A FAREWELL MESSAGE

Brian Tomlinson

In October I will be leaving Kobe University to take up
the post of EFL Writer in Residence at the University of
Essex in England.

I will be leaving Kobe with many happy memories and
with a very positive feeling about my three years here.

For this I must in part thank my colleagues in the

University and especially the members of the English

Department in the College of Liberal Arts. They have been

very friendly, helpful and supportive. 1 would like to wish

them success with their new department and good fortune

in their personal lives and careers. My message to them is to carry on being
cheerful, interesting people and my appeal is for them to use more English in the
classroom. My experience is that the students can understand English and that they
acquire more language and confidence from exposure to English in use in the
classroom.

I would like especially to thank the students I have taught in my three years
here. With very few exceptions they have been very positive, participatory and
creative. And they have been great fun. I have really enjoyed their sense of humour
and their ability to work hard and to relax at the same time. When I first came to
Japan I was told that Japanese students were lazy and dull and had no ability to
use English at all. I quickly found out that this is not true. On the contrary most
of the students in my clases have worked hard, have responded in a very intelligent,
witty and imaginative way and have used English very effectively to express their
thoughts and feelings.

My message to the students is for them to carry on being broad-minded,
humanistic and positive. For them to keep their sense of humour and their sense of
perspective and in particular to keep their ability to be interesting individuals
working towards a common cause. My appeal is for them to maintain their interest
and especially their confidence in English, for them to continue to use English to
promote international communication and understanding and for them to fulfill their
potential as very effective communicators in English. 1 know they can do it. I have
worked in six different countries and the most creative work I have received in
English has been from students in Japan.

Goodbye to everyone and good luck.

157,792



ON TEACHING POLITICS AND ECONOMICS IN ENGLISH

by
Bernard k. Gordon
Visiting Professor
English Department, Kobe University
PROFESSOR OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Since my first visit to Japan on a research trip thirty
years ago——in 1962——I have said more ’Sayonaras’ to
friends than 1 care to remember. 1 could not have
imagined on that first visit that in the summer of 1992, I
would be leaving Japan again——this time after a year of
teaching in the English Department at Kobe University. In
the years between, I have made many more visits to Japan,
including a year when my family and I lived in Kyoto.
But as I wrote in Koho last year, I have a special tie here

for two reasons: first because the University of New

Hampshire has a valuable faculty exchange arrangement with your English
Department; second because my daughter was a student here five years ago and now
lives in Tokyo.

Even so, this has been a unique year. For the first time in 30 years of visiting
Japan I have had daily conversations, in English, with hundreds of Kobe Daigaku
students. I have learned greatly from them, and believe I have also contributed to
their learning——not only in English——but to their knowledge about Japanese
politics, economics, and society. How has this been possible? Because some of the
most important articles published in Chuo Koron and Bungei Shunju, for example,
are regularly published IN ENGLISH in a beautiful magazine called “Japan Echo.”
Thus my students have read all or parts of those articles, and our discussions have
included keiretsu, keizai, karoshi, kanemaru, and many subjects that do not begin
with a “K.”

None of this would have been possible without the incredible cooperation of
Faculty and Staff Members in the College of Liberal Arts, and I want to thank my
friends in the English Department; the Library staff; and the Administration Office.
There is an American custom that says that when we complete some important work
we should not thank by individual name those people who have helped us. The

reason is not that we are ungrateful, but we worry that by mentioning some names,
we will neglect others, and therefore bring hurt to those not named individually.

™

What shall I do about this American custom? If I do not mention Professor
Yoshio Tsuda, who has exerted himself beyond reasonable devotion to duty, I will be
guilty of gross ingratitude. The same is true if I do not mention several others, in
the American way, with their myoji following the first name. I especially thank
Ms. Yukiko Yamamoto, who I call tejinashi because there is nothing she cannot do!
Also, Ms. Mika Kishimoto and Ms. Miho Sao, have taken their time to make my
life easier, and Mr. Ouchi and Ms. Maeda have always helped. And of course all
my faculty friends, including Professors Ohno, Furomoto, Niiro, Kato, Ueda, Ono,

Yamazawa, and for their patience my Nihon-go teachers Sadanobu and Mizuno! But
now the list is already long, and you see how dangerous is this American custom, so
I thank you all, and now will say a few words about why we are here: to teach
Kobe University students.

First, we cannot be under illusions. We all know that many students believe they
have worked so hard to pass the entrance exams that once they get here, they are
entitled to "take it easy.” Of course in my first days here I encountered several
who actually thought they could sleep in my classes! It was not difficult to change
that, and after the first week such incredible behavior was never repeated. But let’s
also concentrate on another reality: just as there are many students who want little
but asobi while here, there are also many who are inquisitive and can quickly become
enthusiastic about what we can teach. Moreover, so many are very bright,
otherwise they would not be here. Perhaps most important is that our students
represent the future of the nation. Therefore we cannot allow them to waste time,

even if that is what they think they want to do. How can we avoid that?

In two ways, in my humble opinion. The first is to assure that we choose
subjects and methods of teaching that are interesting to students——not just to
ourselves. - The second way is to give them plenty to do, and then demand they do
it! At least two-thirds of our students here will "rise to the challenge.” They may
complain but they will also take pride once they have learned new skills. That is
what I have learned at Kobe University, and I want to thank you all again for
having helped me to learn that lesson.

16 July 1992
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